[image: image1.jpg]


EANGUS MINUTEMAN UPDATE
____________________________________________________________________________











23 July 2010
TRICARE Retired Reserve
This new program, supposedly being launched in the fall, will allow certain “gray area” retired National Guard and Reserve personnel, who are not yet age 60, the opportunity to purchase TRICARE health coverage. 

 Passage of the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010 provided retired National Guard and Reserve personnel with new TRICARE health coverage options before they reached age 60. Under TRICARE Retired Reserve, TRICARE Standard and Extra coverage will be available for purchase to “gray area” retirees. 

EANGUS has posted a Legislative Alert on its website regarding delays in the implementation of this program; if you have not yet answered The Call: 10-11 TRICARE Retired Reserve Implementation, please click here to do so now.  

Potential beneficiaries who would like to be among the first to know about final details for TRICARE Retired Reserve are encouraged to sign up for e-mail updates from TRICARE.   Visit www.tricare.mil/subscriptions and sign up for “Benefit Changes” for “Retired National Guard and Reserve Member.”
Senate Vote Kills Concurrent Receipt  

 The latest legislative effort to expand concurrent receipt of military retired pay and veteran’s disability compensation failed Tuesday.  Faced with election-year pressure to significantly scale back new spending, the Senate voted earlier this week for a stripped-down economic assistance bill (HR 4213) that now omits a proposal supported by the President and passed by the House that would have extended concurrent receipt of both benefits to almost 500,000 medically retired veterans who served less than 20 years in uniform. 

There has been some discussion among House Democrats about trying to restore some of the dropped items, but nothing has been set in stone yet.  The House bill had included a temporary change in law that would have increased pay for some people receiving medical retirement pay by eliminating an offset in the retired pay for those who also receive VA disability compensation.

The change would have started on Jan. 1 for those with a disability rated by VA at 90 percent or more, and on Oct. 1, 2011, for those with disabilities rated at least 70 percent. The offset would have resumed on Oct. 1, 2012.  The temporary nature of the proposed change was the result of an agreement to try to limit costs, with Democratic leaders hoping they could find money for a permanent and larger plan over the next two years.

The Obama administration wanted a permanent change. The 2011 federal budget proposed a five-year plan in which all medically retired veterans would have the offset eliminated by 2016.  It also called for the elimination of the offset that still applies to some disabled retirees with low-rated disabilities that are not combat-related.
Senate Returns Supplemental Spending Bill to the House

The Senate rejected, 46-51, a motion to limit debate on the House-passed version of supplemental (HR 4899) and agreed to return the bill to the House with no action. The Senate has refused to go along with House plans to add $22.8 billion in domestic spending to the measure, which would largely fund military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
EANGUS Recently Submitted Testimony for the Record
Executive Director, MSG (Ret) Michael P. Cline, submitted testimony on behalf of EANGUS to the United States House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs – Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs in support of HR 3787, Honor America’s Guard and Reserve Retirees Act.  The purpose of the bill is to establish in law that members of the National Guard and Reserve who are qualified for non-regular retirement, but who were never called to active federal service for more than 180 days, excluding training, are “veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States” as defined in title 38.
EANGUS Facilitates Meeting with CSM Richard Burch, 9th Sergeant Major of the Army National Guard
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As co-chair of The Military Coalition Guard and Reserve Committee — EANGUS, facilitated a meeting for the 15 associations that are members of the TMC Guard and Reserve Committee (34 total association are in the TMC www.themilitarycoalition.org and 5.5 million members) to discuss current issues facing the Reserve Components and especially CSM Burch’s perspective of issues facing his over 300,000 enlisted members. 
The Army Guard has an end-strength of 350,000 members.

The roundtable discussions proved to be highly successful and informative as to the issues facing Guard-Reserve Components, and active duty. The top issues discussed where; 1) Dwell time for all service members deploying to war, 2) Dental and Health readiness issues facing Guard members as well as Reserve Components, and 3) equipment and 4) family readiness-mobilization issues.
EANGUS Participates in Senate Roundtable on Veteran’s Issues
On Wednesday, July 21, 2010, Executive Director, MSG (Ret) Michael P. Cline, participated in an invitation-only Roundtable on Veteran’s Issues hosted by the U. S. Senate.  The roundtable, which had the following issues as its focus:  the new G.I. Bill, VA Healthcare, claims processing, and the VA Budget,  was attended by well over two dozen Senators many of whom not only listened to the participants but asked questions as well.  Mr. Cline’s remarks were focused on improvements to and implementation of the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill.
HR 5822 — Fiscal 2011 Military Construction-VA Appropriations 

Sponsor: Edwards, Chet (D-Texas)

Cosponsors: No reported cosponsors

Official Title: A bill making appropriations for military construction, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 2011, and for other purposes.

Last Major Action: July 22, 2010 — Reported to the House by the House Appropriations Committee and placed on the Union Calendar. 

Upcoming Hearings/Meetings – Senate
Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee:  Veterans' Legislation - Full Committee Markup 

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee (Chairman Akaka, D-Hawaii) will mark up pending legislation.

	


	Date
	Thursday, Aug. 5, 9:30 a.m.

	Place
	418 Russell Bldg.


Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee:  VA Disability Compensation - Full Committee Hearing 

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee (Chairman Akaka, D-Hawaii) will hold a hearing titled "VA Disability Compensation: Presumptive Disability Decision-Making."

	


	Date
	Thursday, Sept. 23, 9:30 a.m.

	Place
	418 Russell Bldg.


Upcoming Hearings/Meeting – House

House Veterans' Affairs

Gulf War Illness

House Veterans' Affairs — Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations - Subcommittee Hearing 

Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee (Chairman Mitchell, D-Ariz.) of House Veterans' Affairs Committee will hold a hearing titled "Gulf War Illness: The Future for Dissatisfied Veterans."

	


	Date
	Tuesday, July 27, 10 a.m.

	Place
	334 Cannon Bldg.


--------------------------------

Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs Bills

House Veterans' Affairs — Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs

Subcommittee Markup 

Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs Subcommittee (Chairman Hall, D-N.Y.) of House Veterans' Affairs Committee will mark up pending legislation.

	


	Date
	Tuesday, July 27, 2 p.m.

	Place
	334 Cannon Bldg.
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Hope to see all of you in St. Louis, August 8 – 11, 2010

