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30 October 2009

Military Quote of the Week . . . 

“We, the willing, led by the unknowing, are doing the impossible for the ungrateful.  We have now done so much for so long with so little, we are now capable of doing anything with nothing.”
Department of Veterans Affairs:
· A new and intuitive partnership between the Departments of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Defense (DoD) will dramatically improve the health care delivery system for veterans.  Working to fulfill President Obama’s requirement for a single Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record that will support veterans from their day of induction to their day of interment, the two departments plan to redesign their business processes in order to correct procedural delays and improve information technology.
· The VA and the DoD recently hosted a ‘first-of-its-kind’ national summit to address the mental health care needs of today’s military personnel, their families, and veterans by bringing together the programs, resources, and expertise of both departments to deal with the after effects of the battlefield.  The summit brought together mental health experts from both departments, Congress, the president’s cabinet and more than 57 non-government organizations to discuss an innovative, wide-ranging public health model for enhancing mental health for returning troops, veterans, and their families.  A summary report following the summit will summarize polices, programs, and practices that show promise for enhancing the well-being and care for individual service members, veterans, and their families.
Alliance for Military & Overseas Voting Rights:

· On October 22nd, Congress took a noteworthy step towards fixing the election system for military and overseas voters by approving the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).  The NDAA encompasses the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act, which will provide military service members and overseas civilians with enough time (45 days) to receive, complete, and return their ballots in time to be counted.
Thanksgiving Travel Reminder:
· As we get ready to enter the Holiday travel season please consider sharing a ride with a military service member.  You may set up a ride or request one by going to:
www.MilitaryRideShare.com.
This week in Congress:
· Obama Signs Law on Veterans’ Care Funding - the president recently signed into law a measure designed to keep funding for veterans’ medical care steady amid future budget negotiations.  The measure would let the VA know at a year in advance just how many tax dollars officials could expect to buy equipment, provide health care, and hire employees.
· Mulling the Public Option - as the effort to reform health care comes to an end, one of the toughest issues still to be decided is the public insurance option.  Democratic Congressional leaders support creating a government-run health care plan that would be available to the uninsured.  To get their plan past Republicans and conservative Democrats, they’ll need to get 60 votes.
· America’s Longest Wars - The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are now among the longest in U. S. history, being outpaced only by the Revolutionary and Vietnam wars.
· Obama Signs $680B Defense Bill - The bill provides authorization for the DoD to spend $550.2 billion on regular military programs and $130 billion on contingency operations.  Also included is a 3.4% pay increase to take effect 1/1/10, authority for 25 types of bonuses and special pays, and a freeze on TRICARE fees.

· Senate Sends Bill Ending Pentagon Pay System to Obama’s Desk - included in the FY 2010 Defense authorization bill is language dismantling the National Security Personnel System (NSPS) and allowing a military pay raise of 3.4%.
· National Guard Equipment will Return Home from Iraq - National Guard equipment will be returned from Iraq to the U.S. and National Guard units will be able to fill shortages with equipment currently in use in Iraq.  Reserve units serving in Iraq are being offered the opportunity to take theater-provided equipment back to their home station to fill any authorized shortages.  Of the roughly 3.3 million pieces of equipment in Iraq some is scheduled to be given and/or sold to the Iraqi security forces.  Members of the House Armed Services Committee are expressing concerns that National Guard equipment needed for domestic missions not be left behind.
· National Guard Joint Consumer Education and Financial Services Program - this program will provide a broad spectrum of financial support tools within the DoD.  Under the direction of the National Guard Bureau (NGB), the program’s objective is to provide every National Guard member and their family access to services and tools that will help them obtain and maintain financial health.  The NGB point of contact is Mr. Greg Jacobik, NGB-J1-PRC,  commercial 703-607-3517, DSN 327-3517, or email greg.jacobik@us.army.mil.
· Stop Loss Airmen Eligible for Compensation - current and former Reservists and Guardsmen who were involuntarily extended on active duty beyond an approved separation or retirement date as a result of stop loss may be eligible for retroactive stop loss special pay compensation.  Eligible members will receive $500/moth for each month or partial month they were retained past an established separation or retirement date and served on active duty as a result of stop loss.  Individuals have until 21 October 2010 to file their claim and may download/submit a stop loss claim application from the Air Reserve Personnel Center’s virtual Personnel Center - Guard and Reserve website at https://arpc.afrc.af.mil/vpc-GR, or call the Total Force Service Center at 800-525-0102.

Reminder:  National Office will be close November 21 and re-open November 30. 
